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many spiritual and community contributions, I 
am proud to stand today to pay tribute to the 
Episcopal Church of St. Paul and St. James 
and its congregation as they celebrate this 
very special occasion. It is my hope that they 
will continue to serve our community for many 
more years to come.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of United States Navy Commander 
Jeffrey Thomas Bernardi, on the occasion of 
his retirement following 20 years of dedicated 
service to our country. 

Following graduation from Strongsville Sen-
ior High School, Commander Bernardi at-
tended the United States Naval Academy, 
earning his degree in Mechanical Engineering 
in 1985. Commander Bernardi began his dis-
tinguished career as a Naval Flight Officer in 
1986. 

His years of service have taken him to loca-
tions around the world. From Bermuda to Sic-
ily and a wide variety of other locations, Com-
mander Bernardi’s career exemplifies the very 
best of our armed services. In February of 
1994, for example, he directed tactical support 
for the first ever P–3C Electro-Optic recon-
naissance missions overland Bosnia-
Herzegovina in support of Operation DENY 
FLIGHT. 

Commander Bernardi received his Master of 
Arts Degree in National Security and Strategic 
Studies from the Naval War College in 1996. 
In March of 1999, Commander Bernardi re-
ported to the Bureau of Naval Personnel Sea 
Duty Component in Arlington, Virginia. He was 
handpicked to support the execution of a CNO 
Special Project of national significance. 

Most recently, in April of 2003, Commander 
Bernardi reported to Deputy Chief of Naval 
Operations Assessments Division at the Pen-
tagon. His ditties there included shaping the 
Navy of the future through independent analyt-
ical assessment of warfighting capabilities and 
Department of the Navy programs. 

He has received numerous awards over his 
career for his dedication and commitment to 
this country. They include the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Medal for heroism, Air Medal, Joint 
Service Commendation Medal, four Navy 
Commendation Medals, and four Navy 
Achievement Medals. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Commander Jef-
frey Thomas Bernardi. As Commander 
Bernardi marks his retirement from 20 years of 
dedicated service to our country, I extend my 
congratulations and deepest thanks to him, as 
well as his wife, Stephanie, son, Zachary, and 
daughter, Jennifer.
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Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a great Floridian, the senior mem-
ber of our State’s Bar, a true gentlemen in 
every good sense of the word, and my neigh-
bor. Clarence A. Boswell died on February 22, 
2005 at the age of 102, and for 75 years of 
his life he actively practiced law in my home-
town of Bartow, Florida. 

Clarence Boswell was admitted to the Flor-
ida Bar in 1924, and with that admission he 
began one of our State’s longest and most 
distinguished legal careers. During a time 
when lawyers tended not to specialize, Clar-
ence Boswell distinguished himself as an ac-
complished litigator, an acknowledged expert 
in real estate, probate and trust matters, and 
a beloved adviser to businesses and families 
both great and small. 

For 50 years Clarence Boswell was recog-
nized in the Courthouse as the determined de-
fense counsel for the railroad. Unknowing op-
ponents were often surprised by the tenacity 
with which this soft-spoken, genteel south-
erner defended his client’s interests. As a real 
estate attorney, Clarence Boswell handled 
some of the largest real estate transactions of 
his time, and was used by other attorneys as 
an expert witness on property issues. How-
ever, the traits that most endeared him to his 
clients were the effective, competent and calm 
counsel he consistently offered those passing 
through his office. A local judge once referred 
to Clarence Boswell as a lawyer’s lawyer and 
a gentleman’s gentleman. 

In his community, Clarence Boswell was a 
charter member of the Bartow Rotary Club 
when it was founded in 1924. He served on 
the Board of Trustees of Erskine College in 
Due West, SC, and as that Board’s Chairman. 
He was a life long member of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church and served as 
the Moderator of that denomination’s Synod. 
He was attorney for the Polk County School 
Board for forty years and was instrumental in 
the founding of Polk Community College. 

Above all else, Clarence Boswell’s greatest 
love was for his family and his wife of 63 
years, his beloved ‘‘Toggie’’. He is survived by 
his two children, eight grandchildren and 
twelve great grandchildren. 

Clarence Boswell was the last of a genera-
tion who were born into a time before the De-
pression, two great wars, I and the rise of the 
American Century. It was a generation of men 
who stood, bowed and wore hats, not baseball 
caps that they tipped to one another in pass-
ing and removed indoors. They were people 
who always presented a façade of innocence, 
who never spoke openly of certain things, and 
who detested rudeness and vulgarity. Now, I 
am not one who cries to bring back the ‘‘good 
old days’’ but with the passage of time, we 
have lost in this country many good things that 
once spoke of manners, respect, courage and 
honor. Today I pay tribute to one who rep-
resented those good things, Clarence Boswell.
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 44th Annual YMCA Youth Gov-
ernor’s Conference that begins in Washington, 
DC next week. I am pleased to once again 
have the honor of being the Congressional 
sponsor for the Youth Governor’s breakfast 
with my fellow colleagues in the House. 

The YMCA Youth Governor’s Conference 
brings together some of the most outstanding 
youth leaders in America. YMCA Youth and 
Government is a nation-wide program that al-
lows thousands of teenagers to simulate state 
and national government. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to personally rec-
ognize each of this year’s YMCA Youth Gov-
ernors for their dedication and service to 
America’s youth. 

Hunter Patterson of Texas, Quentin James 
of South Carolina, Forrest McConnell of Ala-
bama, Matthew Hughes of Arizona, Paul 
Gardner, III of California, Daniel Spellacy of 
Connecticut, Mansoor Zaman of Delaware, 
Taylor Siegel of Florida, Britt Bush of Georgia, 
Colin Clark of Illinois, Phil Reaves of Indiana, 
Arshiya Saiyed of Kentucky, Ty Bottoms of 
Kentucky, Beau Landry of Louisiana, Matt 
Gorman of Maine, Karima Tawfik, Amar Gupta 
of Massachusetts, Elissa Laskey of Michigan, 
Marvin Yates of Michigan, Jonathan Kent of 
Minnesota, Laura Kergosien of Mississippi, 
Sam Barrett of Missouri, Paul Morgan of Mon-
tana, Erik Ruediger of New Hampshire, Mohit 
Shah of New Jersey, Anne Baldwin of New 
Mexico, Andrew Vigliotta of New York, Niema 
Alimohammadi of North Carolina, Caroline 
DuWors of Ohio, Tony Viola of Oklahoma, Wil-
liam Glennie of Oregon, Davon Magwood of 
Pennsylvania, Dusty Good of Tennessee, 
Gentry Martin of Tennessee, Josh Tate of Vir-
ginia, Addison Tice of Washington, Janesse 
Lewis of the District of Columbia, and Iain 
Padley of Wisconsin. 

I wish all of the 2005 YMCA Youth Gov-
ernors a very successful conference here in 
Washington, and I encourage them to con-
tinue their sincere devotion to leadership and 
public service in this and their future endeav-
ors.
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Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Poly-
technic Preparatory Country Day School. The 
school is a pillar of academic excellence in 
Brooklyn, New York. It is a true privilege to ac-
knowledge the great strides Poly Prep has 
made over the years since it first opened its 
doors in 1854. 

Since its inception as the Brooklyn Colle-
giate and Polytechnic Institute, the Polytechnic 
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